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A way with words
Square Books finds continued success in the face
of a challenging world around it.

THE FIDDLER IN A SUIT
From church, to Taylor
Grocery, to various concert
venues in Oxford, Andrew
Gardner has performed in
many band settings. However,
Jan. 27 is his first concert
taking it solo.
KATE KIMBERLIN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

The fiction and Faulkner sections at Square Books have faced the COVID-19 pandemic along with those
who have frequented their shelves.

KATE KIMBERLIN

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

When walking around
Oxford’s Courthouse Square, the
red brick, book-filled windows and
stone marquee reading “Square
Books” are hard to miss. It’s hard
to believe that such a charming
and welcoming building is a
cornerstone for storytellers in the
South and how long the store has
been giving authors this platform.
Square Books and its
branches, just like any other brick
and mortar bookstore, have not
been immune to the changing
book-buying landscape. Amazon,
the ongoing pandemic and supply
chain issues with publishers have

all been a part of a list of issues
that most bookstores have been
facing over the past couple of
years. Despite this, the “family” of
four bookstores, with Rare Square
Books making its most recent
addition in 2020, seems to be
unshaken by the challenges that
have landed on their front door.
A companion in the year
of being alone.
The City of Oxford and the state
of Mississippi have seen their own
challenges since the beginning of
the pandemic in March of 2020,
and the family of bookstores that
have found their homes around
the Square have not been immune
to these challenges.
With the constant changes

made at city and state level,
Richard Howorth, one of the
owners and founders of the family
of Square Books stores, said that
the stores simply did what they
could at the beginning.
“Well you know, necessity is
the mother of invention, and we
really just tried to take everything
one day at a time,” Howorth said.
Before the pandemic, Square
Books primarily focused on selling
books at their storefront. They had
a functioning website, but not one
that kept up with their current
stock on hand — and no way to
deliver books. This was the first
of many changes that the team at
Square Books had to adapt to.
In the pivot, Howorth said

SEE PAGE 12

that they saw an increase in the
number of gift cards bought in
March 2020, when everything
began to shut down.
“We saw we had twice as many
sales in gift cards last year than we
had this year. And that’s because
people wanted to support us and
knew that they could use a gift
card a month later,” Howorth said.
This is not the case for most
American bookstores. According
to a Vox article citing the
American Bookstore Association,
35 member stores have closed BACK TO BREAK-SICS
since October of 2020.
After a Sugar Bowl loss
“I think there’s a lot to be said
and deflated roster, Ole Miss
about the support we got during
Football looks to reload with
the first part of the pandemic,”
incoming transfers.

SEE BOOKS PAGE 2

SEE PAGE 9

ASB Senate passes election reform legislation
VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

The Associated Student
Body Senate convened for
the first formal Senate
meeting of the year, virtually,
on Tuesday evening. After
electing three new members
to the Senate body, the
Senate passed a series of
bills aimed at reforming the
way elections are held on
campus.
The Senate welcomed two
new senators-at-large to fill
open Senate seats as well as
a Deputy Attorney General
of Elections. Hannah Watts
and Jen Purcell were sworn
in as senators-at-large, and
Abby Robeson was sworn in
as Deputy Attorney General
of Elections.
“During
my
undergraduate
career
I
was able to serve as my

university’s student body
president. Now, being a
graduate student studying
higher education, I want to
continue to be an advocate
for students at my new home.
ASB provides another avenue
to advocate for students at the
University of Mississippi,”
said Purcell. “I want to
continue to learn more
about the uniqueness of this
campus and its body. I feel
that there are improvements
that can be made to provide
more inclusive avenues to
achieve success as a student
here. I am also interested
in exploring new avenues
on ways we can make
changes when it comes to the
structure of the Institutes
of Higher Learning here in
Mississippi.”
Newly elected senator
Hannah Watts also spoke
with The Daily Mississippian

about her new position in the
senate.
“I am beyond excited
to become a part of an
organization like ASB that
actively works to make a
difference in the lives of its
students. I decided to run for
an open seat as a freshman
because I wanted to bring
more representation for my
fellow freshman,” she said.
“I am ready to work with
my fellow senators to pour
into legislation to better our
campus.”
In addition, the Senate
passed legislation reforming
the
way
elections
are
conducted. Senate bills 22-1,
22-2 and 22-3 aim to further
codify elements of student
body elections. This includes
FILE PHOTO: HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
banning the use of adhesive
materials, like stickers, as Chair of Governmental Operations Maddy Ryan speaks at an

SEE SENATE PAGE 5

Associated Student Body Senate meeting on Sept. 28, 2021.
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BOOKS

continued from page 1
Howorth said.
Both
Richard
Howorth
and his wife/business partner
were thankful for the wave of
support that appeared during the
pandemic. Although there wasn’t
any lack of support before March
2020, they were touched by the
gesture during this hard time.
“Amazingly, we’ve had really
consistent, great community
support, and now we have a lot of
tourist support. It’s amazing that
we’ve been able to do that during
the pandemic,” Lisa Howorth,
the co-founder of the original
bookstore and Richard Howorth’s
wife said.
Despite the fair share of
support, Square Books had faced
challenges up to current times.
Lisa Howorth said that the two
biggest setbacks that the store has
had were the opening of the Barnes
and Noble at the university in the
early 2000s and the launching of
Amazon in 1995. Lisa Howorth
emphasized the importance of
supporting local brick and mortar
stores, regardless of what they sell.
“If you don’t support your brick
and mortar, independent stores in
your town, you’re not going to have
them. And that includes places
like Sneed’s Hardware Stores,
you know, Nelson’s Department
Store, all kinds of stuff, all kinds of
businesses, and of course, it affects
us, but we kind of clambered
out of the original setback,” Lisa
Howorth said.
Like
many
independent
bookstores, all prior setbacks came
to a head in March 2020. General
manager at Square Books for over
20 years, Lyn Roberts said she had
a similar experience that many
students had.
“I went away for spring break,
and then came back and like a day
later, we shut down,” Roberts said.
On March 18, 2020, the
business took to Instagram
to announce that, because of
COVID-19, all in-store business
would be suspended until further
notice. The post encouraged
supporters of the store to continue
to purchase books through
other methods, whether that be
shipping, over the phone or local
deliveries.
“We embrace the challenge
ahead to be smart, be safe, and be
done with this virus,” the post said.
Roberts said that the most
frightening part of the weeks after
was how little was known about
the virus on all ends.
“We didn’t really know how
long this was going to last. I had

a good idea about how long the
store can last without business,
what sort of reserves we have, and
we just didn’t know whether the
pandemic was gonna last longer
than that,” Roberts said.
Numbers
continued
to
fluctuate with online and
eventually in-store sales as early
as June of last year. This shows
up in a more recent report that the
American Bookstore Association,
a nonprofit organization for
booksellers, did to track numbers
on Black Friday, Small Business
Saturday and Cyber Monday in
2021. The report cited “highest
annual spike in online traffic and
sales revenue for the year” and said
that e-commerce bookstore sales
were up 217.51%.
Despite numbers continuing
to fluctuate over the next couple
of months and years, Roberts said
that there was an international
scale of support that had been
outpoured since the initial shift in
March.
“We have customers all over
the world, and we ship things, and
everyone was very supportive then
and I don’t think that was just us,
I think people were very sort of
outgoing and very supportive of
local independent businesses,”
Roberts said.
In the onslaught of the
pandemic, Roberts believes that
many people have realized the
value in local businesses, especially
local and independent bookstores.
“I think (more people)

A cornerstone of the store has
been its support of authors far
and wide, often bringing these
successful authors to the store’s
readers in Oxford. Founding
director of the Center for
Southern Studies and Culture at
the University of Mississippi, Bill
Ferris, took his position around the
same time Square Books opened in
1979.
“Bill was a friend and an ardent
supporter of the store, and he was
very well connected,” Richard
Howorth said.
Ferris’s
connections
in
the literary world and love for
southern culture brought authors
like Toni Morrison, other authors
all come to the bookstore, interact
with readers and, in many cases,
teach a semester at the university
through various programs.
While Ace Atkins, former
Pulitzer Prize nominee known for
his Quinn Coulson novels, became
a guest lecturer for the school of
journalism in 2001, he followed
suit with many of the other authors
that have come to Oxford.
“I did not intend on staying,
but a semester turned into two.
And that turned into a few years,
and my wife and I bought a house,”
Atkins said.
Atkins said that while he knew
people in Oxford before he decided
to take the teaching position, he
was eventually drawn to the career
from the support Square Books
had given him since the beginning
of his writing career.

KATE KIMBERLIN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Square Books moved to its current location on the Square in 1986.

the rise and proverbial fall of
conglomerates like and Barnes and
Noble, the community that comes
with local, independent bookstores
is something that can’t be found
anywhere else.
“I think what you get at an
independent bookstore is you have
people that know their stuff. And
I’m not saying every independent
bookstore is that way. But the best
ones are,” Atkins said.
Despite many independent
bookstores not being able to
survive the pandemic, many
bookstores have pushed through
just because of the community
they make and that people value.
“I love walking into Square
Books and coming out with
something I never even heard of,”
Atkins said. “I think that’s what the
local, independent bookstore does
that you cannot get online and you
certainly can’t get from a chain
KATE KIMBERLIN/ THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
place.”
Square Books always keeps a variety of works on display in its windows.
While Atkins is a supporter
of independent bookstores, he
also mentioned what stores like
Square Books mean for publishers
recognize that…local independent
“Square Books was one of financially.
businesses are actually sort of the very first bookstores to hand“I do feel like the publisher
the backbone of the economy, sell me. And that’s what initially is better off selling through an
and certainly, of communities,” brought me to Oxford,” Atkins independent bookstore than they
Roberts said. “That’s really kind said. “We’ve had a connection with are to sell to a place like Amazon
of what makes some communities them being really, you know, great because they’re so demanding
special is their independent stores proponents for my stories.”
and take a larger percentage. They
that they have, that sense of
As an established and don’t get as much money out of an
community and coming together well-published author, Atkins Amazon sale as they do if they’re
was extraordinary.”
recognized the changes the being sold by five independent
These four walls and industry has faced in the 20 years stores,” Atkins said.
beyond.
since he began writing. Even with

September 14, 1979
Richard and Lisa Howorth open
Square Books in an upstairs building
next to Neilson’s Department Store.

2001 — 2008
While Richard was mayor of
Oxford, his wife Lisa looked
after the two stores, which would
eventually turn into three.

June 1, 2020
On May 30, Square Books announces on their
Instagram that they would begin to allow in-store
shoppers back into their stores on June 1. They
would allow shoppers to book times in shifts, and
shoppers had to wear a mask.

In the wake of pandemicinduced Zoom events that many
bookstores, including Square
Books, have hosted over the last 21
months, Atkins said that authors
physically coming and meeting
their readers and booksellers in
person is much more valuable.
“You know, you not only meet
the owners and the booksellers
themselves but also to meet the
people who are excited about your
new book coming out,” Atkins
said. “I think it’s a way of really
kind of paying your respect to the
bookstores that work so hard for
you.”
Another long-time friend of the
bookstore, award winning legal
novelist John Grisham, shares
the same love for independent
bookstores. He even was told
that “indies” were important to
his success when he first began
publishing.
“I have a strong bias in favor
of independent bookstores. First,
I love them. I love to buy books
in the indies, to eat and drink, to
hang out with booksellers and the
people who run the stores, and to
say hello to readers,” Grisham said.
When asked one message he
wanted to give to UM students
who are looking to become writers,
he said to cherish the store.
“To UM students: You have
easy access to one of the greatest
bookstores in the world. Enjoy it,
even savor it, because one day soon
you’ll miss it,” Grisham said.

SEE
A WAY WITH
WORDS
ON

THEDMONLINE.COM

A BRIEF HISTORY OF SQUARE BOOKS
October 15, 1997
Square Books co-hosts the first
Thacker Mountain Radio Show at
Off Square Books.

March 13, 2020
March 13 marks the declaration of the COVID-19
pandemic becoming a national emergency. All stores
follow suit with the country and announce in an
Instagram post that they will be closing in-store book
sales starting on March 18.

July 12, 2020
Square Books offers its first hybrid event for
the release of Curtis Wilkie’s “When Evil Lived
in Laurel.” The event was hosted at Off Square
Books with limited, socially distanced seating,
with the requirement of a mask. Zoom and
Facebook Live options were also available.
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Dunkin’ encroaches on Community Donuts
STACEY SPIEHLER

thedmnews@gmail.com

A new Dunkin’ Donuts will
open in the old UPS store on
University Avenue this year.
The shop will offer donuts,
other food and their famous
coffee.
Less than 200 yards away,
Community Donuts has been
serving the Oxford area for
nearly five years. The current
owner-operators took over
from a friend a year ago, but
have been perfecting their
donut recipes for over 10 years.
Chantha Tan, co-owner
of Community Donuts along
with her brother, first heard
about Dunkin’ moving in from
a customer who worked at the
UPS Store.
“She heard about it and
came as soon as she could to
tell me. I just couldn’t believe
it. Why so close? Why not on
Jackson Avenue?” Tan said.
The former owner of
Community Donuts, Rose Sam,
agreed.
“That’s where most of those
places go,” Sam said. “I don’t
understand why it would be so
close.”
Ben Requet with the City of

Oxford Planning Commission
said he and his daughter are
at Community Donuts several
times per week.
“Her favorite donut is the
pink glazed with sprinkles. I
have to have the same thing
every time I go. Their donuts
cannot be beat,” Requet said.
As for why the Dunkin is
being constructed on University
Avenue, in such close proximity
to Community Donuts, Requet
points to the free market and
zoning laws.
“The free market and zoning
laws make the decisions on
where businesses go in Oxford.
Where we come in is trying to
prevent traffic jams like the
ones on Jackson in front of the
Starbucks,” Requet said.
The planning commission
is concerned about the same
issues with Dunkin’, but Requet
hopes it all works out.
Community Donuts makes
their food — including donuts,
croissants,
kolaches
and
biscuits — fresh every morning.
The two owners arrive before
dawn to make sure everything
goes correctly.
“I try my best to provide
good service, good food,”
Tan said. “I’m concerned,
but I know their donuts don’t

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Community Donuts is just one of several local businesses that will be competing with the new Dunkin’
Donuts when it opens on University Avenue.
compare to ours.”
Tan smiled when she
talked about her UM student
customers.
“They always come here and
when they leave they say how

much they’ll miss us. When
their parents visit, the parents
tell us how much their children
talk about us. It really makes
me happy,” Tan said.
Stephen Attard is the owner
of the future Oxford Dunkin’

and over 40 others around the
country. He lives in Alpharetta,
Georgia, and has no ties to
Mississippi. Attard hopes the
store will be open in the next
four months and will keep a
staff of 30 people.

New semester causes uptick in COVID-19 cases

BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com

With the spring semester
in full swing, Omicron cases
continue to be on the rise
nationally and on college
campuses.
Currently, the university
has 159 confirmed COVID-19
cases, with 77 of the cases
being students and 82 of
them faculty and staff.
From Jan. 13 to Jan. 19,
the City of Oxford COVID-19
count over the past seven
days is 1,108, according to
the City of Oxford website.
As of Jan. 20, the
Mississippi State Department
of Health reported 7,509
new cases in the state. Over
the past seven days, there
have been 137 new active
COVID-19 cases on campus.
According to NPR, more
than 1,000 college campuses

required vaccinations last
year. Although the University
of Mississippi does not
require vaccinations, the
school continues to urge
students to get vaccinated if
they have not already.
Students and professors
at UM are struggling with
maintaining the in-person
class structure.
Briana
Reaser,
a
sophomore public health
major, said her professor
canceled class 15 minutes
into the lecture, due to a mild
cough.
“In a way, it is a disruption
to typical class activity
that has been scheduled in
advance. She stated we would
resort to not having class
on Fridays in order to limit
contact with other students.
Although the concern is nice,
some pay for their education
and are not getting its full
value,” Reaser said.

Correction

ILLUSTRATION: MICAH CRICK / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

The
Institutions
of
Higher Learning
still
expects an uprising in cases
throughout the beginning of
the semester, with a fall as
school continues.
Students
are
still
apprehensive
about
the
rising case numbers.

Jennifer
Tran,
a
sophomore pharmaceutical
sciences major, is fearful of
the continuous rise of cases.
“I’m afraid of possible
shut down and reverting
back to online classes. If we
attend to the rules of the
CDC and the university, then
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for Disease Control and
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for COVID-19 but are up-todate with vaccinations and
present no symptoms are
not required to quarantine.
the cases should hopefully
decrease,” Tran said.
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Broadway photographer returns to her roots
BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com

From an early age, UM
alum Jenny Anderson picked
up photography like many
Broadway actors pick up
their makeup before the show
time. In “The In Between:
Intimate & Candid Moments
of Broadway Stars,” debuting
at the Ford Center on Jan.
28, Anderson showcases
her work that was not much
different from her work at the
university.
Anderson
is
from
Mississippi, although she
said she lived all over. She
transferred to the university
her junior year of college from
Jones County Community
College.
Throughout
Anderson’s life, her dream
job was to become a doctor,
however, her career path
changed once transferring to
UM.
“I grew up being really
influenced by photographers
like Dorothea Lange. She
was more of a documentary
photographer,”
Anderson
said. “That’s how I started
documenting
the
people
around me and the places, so
that was a more journalistic
way
of
approaching
photography.”
In
addition
to
her
journalism major, Anderson
pursued her passions of
theater as a minor. Growing
up, theater was a common
entertainment
form
for
Anderson and her family.
Anderson’s father is an art
teacher and her mother is a
theater teacher. She loved
watching her mother perform
and at some points even
performed herself.
“I quickly found out that
I am not very good and also
I have stage fright. So I knew
that theater wouldn’t be a
part of my life in that way,
but I knew it had to be a part
of my life,” Anderson said. “I
had to figure out how to do
that. And I think I was lucky
enough to find photography
and be super passionate
about it and also be good at
it enough to bury it with my
love of theater.”
Anderson took her passion
for theater and covered it

during her time working for
The Daily Missisippian, under
the advice of Ellen Meacham,
who was the advisor for The
Daily Mississippian, but now
is Instructional Assistant
Professor of Journalism.
When Anderson was the
photo editor, she melded her
two passions together, and
the arts and culture editor
started covering the theater
the Ford Center presented.
Behind
the
scenes,
intimate
photography
became Anderson’s fusion of
her two loves.
“Taking photos of the
theater is a very very small
part of the process, but
watching it unfold behind the
scenes is my favorite part,”
Anderson said. “There is
one specific photo of Haley
Strode, who is now an actress
in LA and is incredible. I took
a photo of her backstage in ‘A
Streetcar Named Desire’ and
when I put it on my computer,
I was like, ‘this is it, this is
what I want to do forever.’”
As her time at UM was
coming to a close, Anderson
applied to hundreds of jobs
from Los Angeles to New
York. One of the jobs that
called her back was a souvenir
photographer for Circle Line.
“They were like, ‘if you can
be here in two weeks, you can
have it’ and I was like, ‘Okay,
I’m gonna do it,”’ Anderson
said.
After a $94 one-way
plane ticket was purchased,
Anderson was on her way to
her new life in New York.
She worked at Circle Line
for about a month, but knew
this was not her career goal.
She applied to Broadway.com,
and after a month of waiting
for a call back, she received
the job of photo intern. From
there her career flashed
before her eyes. With each
candid picture, Anderson
built up her portfolio.
About six months in at
Broadway.com, after the
previous photo editor left,
Anderson
received
the
photo editor position. She
then worked for Broadway.
com for six years. While she
was working for Broadway.
com,
she
photographed
many Broadway stars, such

PHOTO COURTESY: JENNY ANDERSON

Chita Rivera touches up her makeup backstage during a performance of “The Mystery of Edwin Drood” on
Broadway in 2012.
as Bernadette Peters, Lin
Manuel Miranda and Amanda
Jane Cooper, in addition to
covering the Tony Awards for
six years. She then took a leap
of faith and pursued a career
in freelance photography.
“I ran away and I went
home to Mississippi for about
a month to kind of gather
my thoughts because it was
very emotional to leave. I
left (Broadway.com) because
I needed to grow, and I just
was kind of plateauing there,
and I needed to put on my big
girl pants and go out on my
own,” Anderson said.
When she got back to
New York, she never stopped
working. Every connection
she made at Broadway.com
gave her even more incredible
photography opportunities.
Anderson continued to
cover the Tony Awards, but
got to be on the red carpet,
and in 2016 she started
working for Getty Images and
covered backstage photos.
With her freelance career,
Anderson’s work covered
more than just theater.
She started working for

ABC and shot photos for the
network’s shows, she also
covered the 2020 presidential
election night in Delaware.
“It
was
incredible,”
Anderson said. “After the
four years we had prior to
then, to be there that day
and get to document these
very historical moments in
history.”
After working at Broadway.
com andstarting her freelance
career, Anderson will go back
to her roots on Jan. 28 at the
Ford Center to showcase her
work after she graduated.
“The In Between: Intimate
&
Candid
Moments
of
Broadway Stars” highlights
45 photos of Anderson’s
backstage experiences while
she worked for Broadway.
com.
The exhibit was first
proposed in 2019, but due
to COVID-19 was postponed
for spring of 2022. Ellen
Meacham
suggested
an
exhibit of Anderson’s work
in the Ford Center to her
sister, Kate Meacham, who is
responsible for the marketing
of publicity for the Ford

Center. Kate Meacham put
the exhibit under limelight.
“We love being able to
showcase the work of students
on the stage or former
alumni,”
Kate
Meacham
said. “We bring in all of these
shows that are touring shows
and people performances that
are not necessarily connected
to the Ford Center because
we want to give opportunities
for all my students to see.”
The opening reception
starts at 6:30 p.m. and is free
to the public. The exhibit can
be viewed for the rest of the
semester anytime the Ford
Center lobby is open.
Anderson’s
career
is
nowhere near a shutter stop,
as she plans to pursue even
more Broadway photos and
would love to go back to her
southern roots.
“It’s really surreal and
incredible to be able to come
back to Oxford and share
this particular work with
my Southern family and
my actual family and my
best friend’s and my school
and where I came from,”
Anderson said.

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Carryout Only

38975

37004
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SENATE

continued from page 1
campaign giveaways, as well
as further codifying tabling
rules and the size permitted
for campaign signs.
Chair of Governmental
Operations Maddy Ryan, an
author on all three pieces of
legislation, spoke with The
Daily Mississippian about
why it is important to reform
the election process at the
university.
“Elections reform is a
delicate matter because you
don’t want to micromanage
and
stifle
candidates’
creativity or visibility, but
you also want to make rules
and regulations that reduce
the barriers to entry as much
as possible,” she said.
Previously,
candidates
were allowed one sign that
could exceed 8.5 by 11
inches, while all other signs
had to be smaller, but there
was no limit to how large
that sign could be. Now,
the campaign sign students
create
for
campus-wide
elections cannot exceed 72
by 30 inches.
Ryan further explained
she feels that elections on
the University of Mississippi

campus
are
plagued
by unwritten rules and
expectations that put some
people without an “in” at a
disadvantage. Senate bills
22-1 and 22-2 move the
student body closer to fixing
this problem.
“I often look at our
elections and think about
the many candidates we
could have had — those
who had dreams to run
for homecoming or ASB
elections but felt discouraged
by the elitist norm we’ve
accepted, that which they
either didn’t understand or
couldn’t feasibly participate
in,” she said.
These revisions come just
months ahead of the yearly
campus wide elections for
senior ASB positions, like
president and vice president.
“When writing elections
reform legislation, we wanted
to come up with solutions
that both provide room for
future students to rewrite
those norms, while also
maintaining the tradition,
spirit and integrity of our
elections,” Ryan said. “I truly
believe that the passage of
SB 22-1 and SB 22-2 will
accomplish those goals this
spring election season and
beyond.”

FILE PHOTO: HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

The Associated Student Body Senate of the University of Mississippi convenes for a meeting on Sept. 28,
2021.

State Health Insurance
Assistance Program
SHIP

37002

Mississippi’s State Health Insurance Assistance Program
LVDSDUWRIDQDWLRQDOQHWZRUNRISURJUDPVWKDWRHUIUHHFRQȴGHQWLDOFRXQVHOLQJHGXFDWLRQDQG
DVVLVWDQFHWR0HGLFDUHEHQHȴFLDULHVDQGWKHLUFDUHJLYHUV

&HUWLȴHG6+Ζ3FRXQVHORUVSURYLGH
+HDOWKΖQVXUDQFH&RXQVHOLQJ_(GXFDWLRQ ΖQIRUPDWLRQ
(OLJLELOLW\6FUHHQLQJ_(QUROOPHQW $SSOLFDWLRQ$VVLVWDQFH
7KHVHSURJUDPVLQFOXGHEXWDUHQRWOLPLWHGWR
3DUW'/RZΖQFRPH6XEVLG\([WUD+HOS_0HGLFDUH6DYLQJV3URJUDP
0HGLFDUH3UHYHQWLYH%HQHȴWV

Contact SHIP
&HUWLȴHG6+Ζ3FRXQVHORUVSURYLGHIUHHDVVLVWDQFH&RXQVHORUVFDQKHOS0HGLFDUHEHQHȴFLDULHV
FRPSOHWHDQGVXEPLWWKHLU063 /Ζ6DSSOLFDWLRQVDVZHOODVHQUROOLQWRDQHZSODQ
&DOO6+Ζ3WROOIUHH
or contact your local Area Agency on Aging.
Central MS
&RSLDK+LQGV0DGLVRQ5DQNLQ
6LPSVRQ:DUUHQ <D]RR
601-981-1516

North Delta
&RDKRPD'HVRWR3DQROD4XLWPDQ
7DOODKDWFKLH7DWH 7XQLFD
662-561-4100

East Central
&ODUNH-DVSHU.HPSHU/DXGHUGDOH
/HDNH1HVKRED1HZWRQ6FRWW 
6PLWK
601-683-2401

Northeast MS
$OFRUQ%HQWRQ0DUVKDOO3UHQWLVV
7LSSDK 7LVKRPLQJR
662-728-7038

Golden Triangle
&KRFWDZ&OD\/RZQGHV1R[XEHH
2NWLEEHKD:HEVWHU :LQVWRQ
662-324-4650
North Central
$WWDOD&DUUROO*UHQDGD+ROPHV
/HȵRUH0RQWJRPHU\ <DOREXVKD
662-283-2675

South Delta
%ROLYDU+XPSKUH\VΖVVDTXHQD
6KDUNH\6XQȵRZHU :DVKLQJWRQ
662-378-3831

Southern MS
&RYLQJWRQ)RUUHVW*HRUJH*UHHQH
+DQFRFN+DUULVRQ-DFNVRQ-HHUVRQ
'DYLV-RQHV/DPDU0DULRQ3HDUO
5LYHU3HUU\6WRQH :D\QH
228-868-2326
Southwest MS
$GDPV$PLWH&ODLERUQH)UDQNOLQ
-HHUVRQ/DZUHQFH/LQFROQ3LNH
:DOWKDOO :LONLQVRQ
601-446-6044
Three Rivers
&DOKRXQ&KLFNDVDZΖWDZDPED
/DID\HWWH/HH0RQURH3RQWRWRF 
Union
662-489-2415

ZZZPGKVPVJRY
38999

PAGE 6 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 27 JANUARY 2022

Austin carries the Lady Rebels
to a win over No. 23 Kentucky
DILLON CADER

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss Women’s Basketball team won their fourth
straight SEC game against No.
23 Kentucky Wildcats 63-54 in
Lexington, Kentucky, on Jan.
23. With the win over a Top-25
team, the Rebels are No. 24 in
the AP Poll.
The matchup of the game
was between Ole Miss’s Shakira
Austin and Kentucky’s Rhyne
Howard. The two battled with
each other and put on quite the
show, scoring nearly half of the
game’s total points by themselves.
With WNBA scouts in attendance, both star players
scored 24 points. Austin added
eight rebounds while Howard
was able to come down with
10. The two carried their teams
all game, making for one of the
most entertaining battles of the
year so far.

Early on in the contest, it
looked like the Rebels would
march into Lexington and run
away with the win. The Rebels
didn’t allow a Wildcat field goal
for the first six minutes of the
game and scored 11 points off
turnovers, taking an early 13-1
lead.
However, Kentucky answered the Rebels’ hot start
with an 8-0 run, and at the end
of the first quarter the Rebel
lead had shrunk to five. After a
back-and-forth second quarter,
the Rebels took a 28-25 lead
into halftime.
Howard and Austin began
to heat up in the second half,
trading baskets and making
every play they could. Ole Miss
clung to a small lead throughout the third quarter and found
themselves up 46-42 heading
into the fourth.
The two teams traded baskets early on in the fourth
quarter as Ole Miss had trouble

stretching their lead past four
or five. Around the midway
point in the final quarter, the
Rebels began to pull away. A
couple Madison Scott baskets
and costly turnovers from Kentucky pushed the Rebel lead to
nine with under six minutes left
in the game.
The Rebels took their nine
point lead and never looked
back. They played tough defense and made a number of
clutch shots to secure their
third straight win.
Ole Miss is now 17-2 overall
and 5-1 in conference play. The
Rebels will return home Sunday, Jan. 30 to face off against
the No. 15 Georgia Bulldogs.
With the recent Top 25 win and
a number of other impressive
victories, this game will be a
Top 25 matchup in Oxford between the No. 24 Rebels and
No. 15 Bulldogs. This will be
the first Top 25 matchup for the
Rebels under Coach Yo.

DOMINO’S DOMINO’S
WEST & EAST - NEW
OLE MISS LOCATION!
CAMPUS OPEN NOW!
1603 WEST JACKSON AVENUE

1920 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
NEXT TO LARSONʼS CASH SAVER

662.236.3030 662.236.3844

SUN-WED 10:30 AM-2 AM
OPEN LATE! THURS-SAT
10:30 AM-3 AM

Welcome back, Rebs!

PHOTO COURTESY: JOSHUA MCCOY / OLE MISS ATHLETICS

University of Mississippi center Shakira Austin takes a shot during a
game against Mississippi State on Jan. 16. Austin scored 24 points
during a victory over Kentucky on Jan. 23.

NOW DRIVERS
HIRING

Earn $12-$18 per hour
Apply in person – 1603 W Jackson Ave
or 1920 University Ave
or online at jobs.dominos.com

Stay Tuned for the Spring 2022 Intramural Sports Schedule

Turner Center Room 112
imsc@olemiss.edu
662.915.5573

38981
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Men’s hoops can’t build off early
week win, falls to Arkansas 64-55
DILLON CADER

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss Men’s
Basketball team failed to
build off its strong shooting
performance earlier in the
week against Florida, losing
64-55 to Arkansas at home.
In a game where they only
shot 35% from the field, with
four successful three-pointers
on 18 attempts, Ole Miss failed
to take advantage of what was
a very winnable game.
The game was a slowpaced, defensive battle that
both teams were never really
able to take control of. Ole
Miss failed to make big,
energy-inducing baskets that
it needed while Arkansas
failed to take full advantage of
the Rebels poor outing from
the floor.
Arkansas clung to a small
lead, ranging 3 to 8 points,
for most of the game, until the
midway point of the second

half when a 13-0 run would
give them enough comfort to
cruise to victory. Despite a
solid night defensively, the
Rebels were unable to contain
Razorback guard JD Notae,
as he scored 25 points and
knocked down four threepointers.
Matthew Murrell led the
way in scoring for the Rebels.
The sophomore guard scored
14 points despite shooting
just 5 for 13 from the floor.
Nysier Brooks gave the team
much-needed life at times
with his 10 point, six rebound
performance, but was unable
to produce when the Rebels’
backs were against the wall.
For the Rebels, back-toback conference wins would
have been a big momentum
booster
that
could’ve
potentially sparked the team
to go on a winning streak that
it desperately needs. However,
they weren’t able to turn one

strong win into two, and fall
to 10-10 overall and 2-6 in
conference play.
“We just could never get
over the hump,” Rebel Head
Coach Kermit Davis said. “We
got eight kills tonight. That’s
eight times where we got
three stops in a row, but we
shot 35%. We out-rebounded
a good rebounding team, but
it was kind of the inability
to complete plays and make
shots tonight.”
Ole Miss looks to bounce
back as it continues its home
stretch and competes in the
SEC/Big 12 challenge on
PHOTO COURTESY: PETRE THOMAS / OLE MISS ATHLETICS
Saturday, Jan. 29 against
Kansas State.
“You have off nights that University of Mississippi guard Daeshun Ruffin faces off against Florida
are going to frustrate you but guard Tyree Appleby.
you can’t let that keep you
down. We got to get ready
for the next game, we’ve got
a tough Kansas State team
coming in town on Saturday,”
Murrell said.

Dawson Knox is establishing
himself among the NFL’s best
OWEN PUSTELL

thedmsports@gmail.com

The high school football
recruiting class of 2015 may be
the greatest quarterback cycle
of all time. Heisman winners
Joe Burrow, Kyler Murray and
Lamar Jackson headline the
class, but there were plenty of
other first round talents with
the likes of Sam Darnold, Josh
Rosen and Daniel Jones called
on the first day of the draft.
In that class, Ole Miss pulled
three quarterbacks. The most
notable passer of that year
was Chad Kelly, whose moxie
and swagger took the Ole Miss
campus by storm, making him a
school legend for years to come.
Strangely enough, the other
two quarterbacks that year
would both switch to tight end
and spend their career catching
passes from their former
position-mate. The first of the
two was Jason Pellerin, who
was a high 3-star prospect but
would finish his career with 108
receiving yards. The second was
Dawson Knox.
Knox was an unranked
prospect
from
Brentwood,
Tennessee, who held zero Power
Five offers. He would accept a
walk-on spot from Ole Miss and
after battling his way into the
starting lineup, end up being
a top 100 pick in the 2019 NFL
draft.
Despite his massive jump in
stock, Knox probably would have
been selected even higher if he
had been utilized more during
his time in Oxford. The 6-foot-4
tight end had just 39 catches in

DOES
YOUR
SCHEDULE
STINK?

PHOTO COURTESY : ED ZURGA / AP PHOTO

Buffalo Bills tight end Dawson Knox (88) is tackled by Kansas City Chiefs
safety Daniel Sorensen (49) after catching a pass during the first half
of an NFL divisional round playoff football game, Sunday, Jan. 23, in
Kansas City, Missouri.
his career, which he turned into
605 yards. In his final year, Knox
was averaging a very impressive
18.9 yards per catch, which is one
of the reasons Buffalo decided to
spend the 96th overall pick in the
2019 draft on him.
Since being drafted, Knox
has steadily improved each
season, which is expected for a
player who has only been a tight
end since his freshman year of
college. Granted, his background
as a quarterback certainly helped
his development, but either way,
Knox is growing into a young star
at the position.
During the 2021-2022 NFL
season, Knox was tied as the
touchdown reception leader
among tight ends, beating out
the likes of Rob Gronkowski,
George Kittle and Zach Ertz.

Knox has shown a knack for
making big plays as well, with a
catch-and-run of his going viral
in 2019 for the truly vicious truck
move he stuck on Bengals safety
Jessie Bates (who has since gone
on to make an all-pro team).
In 2021, Knox proved he
is more than just a red zone
threat. He picked up 31 first
downs for the Bills and caught
an impressive 69% of his targets,
more than star receivers like
Stefon Diggs, DeAndre Hopkins
and Justin Jefferson.
The transition from college to
NFL can be especially tough for
tight ends, but Knox is handling
the bump in competition
exceedingly well, turning himself
into a go-to option for one of the
elite quarterbacks in the NFL.

Check the complete course list and apply at

olemiss.edu/istudy

Questions? e-mail istudy@olemiss.edu

FLEXIBLE & AFFORDABLE!
37008
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Women’s Golf finishes strong,
earns third place finish
JANE ROB PANNELL

thedmsports@gmail.com

Following
an
iconic
2021 season as National
Champions for the first time
in school history, the Ole
Miss Women’s Golf team is
already off to a hot start in
2022. The Rebels secured
a third place finish in their
spring season opener at
the Rapsodo in the Desert
tournament in Superstition
Mountain, Arizona. Ole Miss
finished the first day of the
tournament in fifth place on
the leaderboard, but a team
total of nine birdies in the
final four holes of the last day
pushed the Rebels to a bronze

medal finish.
The Rebels were led by
junior Andrea Lignell with a
respectable 71 (-1) on day one
followed by an impressive
68 (-4) on the final day,
placing third individually and
tallying
tournament-highs
in both second round birdies
(7) along with total birdies
(12). Alongside Lignell was
another top-five finisher for
the Rebels, junior Chiara
Tamburlini, who opened the
tournament with a stellar 68
(-4) and wrapped up with a
73 (+1) to give her a tie for
the fifth place individual
finish. This marks the second
consecutive tournament that
the Lignell-Tamburlini duo
have both come out with top-

5 finishes.
Senior
Julia
Johnson
assisted to the Rebels third
place finish as well, shooting
a 74 (+2) on day one followed
by a 72 (E), due to a pair of
clutch birdies on her final
two holes, putting her tied
for 17th individually. Senior
Ellen
Hume
(76-72-148)
and
freshman
McKinley
Cunningham (78-77-155) also
helped the Rebels with the
late push by finishing their
final rounds with birdies.
PHOTO COURTESY: PETRE THOMAS / OLE MISS ATHLETICS
Freshman
Natasha
Host
Husted (75-74-149) competed Natacha Host Husted competes in the 2021 SEC Championship.
as an individual in the spring
opener and secured a 30th
Arizona State (278-280–558) up next in Athens, Georgia, for
place finish.
Ole Miss came home with and Oklahoma State (281- the Lady Bulldog Invitational
the bronze medal behind 282–56). The Rebels will tee on Jan. 29 and 30.

No. 18 Ole Miss Men’s Tennis
strikes hot against the Tide
CALEB HARRIS

thedmsports@gmail.com

The No. 18 Ole Miss Men’s
Tennis team had to earn every
single point in a hard fought
victory against Alabama over
the weekend. The Rebels
earned the win against the
Tide at 4-2, but played the
final match to a 4-3 Rebel
victory.
Alabama got off to a hot
start against Ole Miss in the
first match with a strong
2-1 lead in doubles. Jakob

Cadonau and John Hallquist
Lithén earned a 6-3 victory
over Rudi Christiansen and
Zach Foster of Alabama.
Cadnou is attempting to make
history at Ole Miss and has
tied the doubles record with
nine wins over the course of
the 2021-2022 season.
Nikola Slavic evened the
score in the singles match
against German Samafalov
6-3, 6-1. Slavis is the first
Rebel to reach double-figure
wins during the season
campaign.

From then on it became a
back-and-forth battle until
ultimately the victory came to
the Rebels. Both teams played
the final match on court No.
3, which led to a Crimson Tide
win, but the Rebels still came
away with the victory at 4-3.
The Rebels will take on the
Oklahoma Sooners, Illinois
and N.C. State for the regional
section of the ITA National
Indoor Tournament from Jan.
29 to Jan. 30. The Rebels
HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
will be the No. 14 seed in the
tournament.
Finn Reynolds reaches to return a shot by an Alabama opponent during

a match on Jan. 22.

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US!

Swaps
Date Parties
Parents Weekends
Weddings
...and More!
Please Drink Responsibly,
Must be 21 to Enter and Drink

Inquiries: email abby@lamaryard.com

38961
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Back to Break-sics
OWEN PUSTELL

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Rebels’ historic 2021
campaign ended with a
heartbreaking injury to Matt
Corral and a 21-7 Sugar Bowl
loss, a seemingly inappropriate
ending to a season that saw the
Grove reignite with the flames
of Ole Miss Football. How
can we forget the nail-biting
finish against Arkansas? Or
the chaotic number of fourthdown calls that made Ole Miss
the most entertaining team in
the nation. And let us pay our
respects to Matt Corral, whose
career in Oxford has come to a
close.
Corral’s spirit was the
embodiment of a culture
focused on the team rather than
the individual. He was willing
to dive for every extra yard and
take any hit to help get a win for
the logo on the helmet he wore.
The California native brought
unforgettable memories to
fans with his confident arm
and poised demeanor. But
nevertheless, the pain of
watching two SEC rivals face off
in the National Championship
is present. Most of team 126
is already in the locker room
preparing for next season, but
there are new faces coming in
and old faces heading out.
Draft Declarations
Matt Corral, QB
One of the most iconic
quarterbacks in Ole Miss history
has declared for the draft after
four years. Corral threw for
8,287 yards and 57 touchdowns
alongside his 1,338 rushing
yards and 18 touchdowns. As
a senior, Corral was a Heisman
favorite until an ankle injury
hindered his season, but the
injury didn’t stop Corral from
gaining 3,963 total yards and
31 touchdowns compared to
just five interceptions. Corral
has been talked about as a
first-round pick and has the
potential to be the first QB off
the board.
Snoop Conner, RB
With Conner’s declaration,
crowds at the Vaught will no
longer chant “SNOOOOOP”
after his explosive runs.
Conner, who rushed for 26
touchdowns in college, added a
bruising element to the Rebels’
run game. Conner has the
37003

physicality and upside to be a
good NFL back, but will need
to land in the right situation.
Look for him to land in the later
rounds of the draft but have a
chance to earn a roster spot as a
3rd down power back.
Sam Williams, EDGE
Williams came on fire during
his junior year, recording 12.5
sacks and 16 tackles for a loss
in a memorable campaign.
Through his three years as a
Rebel, Williams bagged 22.5
sacks and 33.5 tackles for a
loss to go with his 134 tackles.
Williams is projected to be a
second- or third-round pick
where he can quickly contribute
as a fast and athletic pass
rusher.
Jerrion Ealy, RB
Ealy,
a
Flowood,
Mississippi, native, is the most
recent five-star recruit the
Rebels have landed out of high
school. The versatile back has
shown his ability to be effective
as both a receiver and a runner
with 2,235 yards on the ground
and 545 through the air. As a
three-year contributor, Ealy’s
ability to break and avoid
tackles helped the Rebels to a
10-2 regular season record and
a New Year’s Six games during
his final season.
Dontario Drummond,
WR
An
East
Mississippi
Community College transfer,
Drummond had a relatively
quiet first two seasons before
exploding in 2021 with more
than 1,000 receiving yards and
eight touchdowns. The speedy
playmaker will look to keep
making plays on Sundays and
is expected to be a mid-round
draft pick.
Chance Campbell, ILB
The eye-catching linebacker
from Maryland transferred in
and had an immediate impact,
making 47 tackles and wrapping
up six sacks in his only season
as a Rebel. Campbell showed
impressive speed flying around
the line of scrimmage to blow
up the opponent’s backfield.
Campbell can be used as an
effective QB spy at the next
level and should be drafted in
the later rounds.
Nick Broeker, OT
Measuring at 6’5, 305 lbs.,
Broeker played tackle for Lane
Kiffin but may move to guard at
the next level given his height.
Broeker is a terrific run blocker

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Ole Miss quarterback Matt Corral slides for a first down in the Allstate Sugar Bowl.
and moves amazingly well
when in space and blocking at
the second level. Broeker could
go in the third or fourth round
and has a chance to be a quality
starter in the NFL.
Ben Brown, OG
With a similar build to
Broeker, Brown stands at 6’5,
315 lbs. but plays on the interior
for the Rebels. The longtime
starter brings a complete profile
as he has demonstrated the
football IQ to adjust blocking
schemes while still bringing the
violence desired for an interior
lineman.
Lakia Henry ILB
Henry played in 2021
in an off-ball role and had
a solid year, registering 38
tackles in 13 games, but was
more productive in 2019 and
2020. Through his three years
defending the Vaught, Henry
made 188 tackles, with three for
loss and one sack. Henry will
likely be a priority free agent
and have a chance to compete
for a roster spot in training
camp
Outgoing Transfers:
(11/22/21)
Brice
Johnson, WR, Houston
In two years at Ole Miss,
Johnson appeared in one game
but made the SEC academic
honor roll in 2020 as a banking
and finance major.
(11/29/21)
Mohamed
Sanogo, LB, Louisville
Playing five years in Oxford,
Mohamed “MoMo” Sanogo
carved out a role as an offball
linebacker,
collecting
210 tackles with 12 tackles
for a loss during his tenure in
Oxford. Sanogo looks to be
an immediate starter for the
Cardinals heading into next
season.
(11/29/21) Daylen Gill,
LB, Southern Mississippi
This will be Gill’s second
career transfer. The senior
linebacker entered the Ole
Miss program as a junior after
being a top 100 Junior College
prospect. Gill has registered 23
tackles in his 19 games.
(11/29/21)
LeDarrius
Cox, DL, Indiana
In his two years in Oxford,
Cox recorded five tackles in 13
appearances on the interior of
the defensive line.
(11/29/21)
Patrick
Lucas, DL, Indiana

The second 2019 3-star
defensive lineman to move to
Indiana, Lucas recorded three
tackles during his Ole Miss
career.
(12/01/21)
DaMarcus
Thomas,
TE,
South
Alabama
Thomas pulled in one
reception for six yards during
his short career in Oxford
after signing with the 2020
recruiting class
(12/08/21)
Jamar
Richardson, WR, UTSA
Richardson transferred in
as a junior college cornerback
before switching to receiver
prior to the 2021 season.
Richardson recorded 10 tackles
and a sack as a junior.
(12/14/21)
Sincere
David, DL
David has not yet announced
a destination, but the defensive
tackle out of Jacksonville,
Florida, has registered 12
tackles during his four years as
a Rebel.
(12/14/21)
Quentin
Bivens,
DL,
Southern
Mississippi
Bivens is one of a few Rebels
heading towards the coast and
one of the handful of interior
lineman who are taking their
leave. Bivens made 10 tackles
in 2021 and holds two years of
eligibility.
(12/14/21)
David
Beckum, CB
Despite scoring 17 goals for
the English international team,
Beckham retains all five years of
eligibility as he never competed
under the NCAA .… oops wrong
Beckham. This Beckum is the
son of assistant strength coach
Jarwarski Beckum. David did
not appear in a game for the
Rebels in 2021.
(1/04/22) John Rhys
Plumlee, QB, UCF
Both a dual-threat and a
dual-sport athlete, Plumlee
hits the portal after seeing his
opportunity at quarterback
dry up. Plumlee heads to UCF
where incumbent starter Dillon
Gabriel has just left. Plumlee’s
biggest time on the football
field came in 2019 when he
rushed for over 1,000 yards
and 12 touchdowns as the
temporary starter. Since then,
the man known as “JRP” has
been moved to wide receiver
where he has snagged 25 passes
for 280 yards in two seasons.

Keep your eyes open for some
JRP fireworks on ESPN next
season as he takes his magic to
Orlando.
Jadon Jackson, WR
The second receiver to
hit the portal, Jackson has
hauled in five passes in each
of his three seasons and found
paydirt once.
Bryce
Ramsey,
OL,
Southern Mississippi
The 6’1, 330 lbs. lineman
has played in 23 games in his
three-year career, with his
biggest contributions coming
on special teams blocking for
the field goal unit.
Incoming Transfers
(8/13/21)
Jordan
Rhodes, OT (Via: South
Carolina)
Rhodes comes in as a
senior from South Carolina
having played in 20 games as
a Gamecock, with 12 of those
coming in 2019.
(11/29/21) Zach Evan,
RB (Via: TCU)
The incoming junior holds
the honor of being the first-ever
5-star recruit in TCU football
history. Evans has made good
on his status in his short career
as he rushed for 648 yards (7.0
YPC) in just six games during an
injury-shortened 2021 season.
Running with great balance and
speed, Evans will be a difficult
tackle for SEC defenders in the
upcoming season. Given the
departures of Snoop Conner
and Jerrion Ealy, this will be a
major addition for the rebels.
(11/30/21)
Ladarius
Tennison, S (Via: Auburn)
Tennison played in 21 games
through his first two seasons
of college football, recording
43 tackles. During his 2021
sophomore season, Tennison
played in 10 games and was
credited with 22 tackles with
4.5 being for loss. He looks to
be a day one impact starter.
(11/30/21)
Jordan
Watkins,
WR
(Via:
Louisville)
Watkins
collected
35
passes for 529 yards during
his
sophomore
campaign
and looks to fit into the
offense immediately as a
complementary piece after the
departure of Braylon Sanders.
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“Combat Quilter” Andrew Lee
transforms trauma into art
CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
business day in advance. The Daily
Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday.
Classiﬁed ads must be prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.
No refunds on classiﬁed ads once
published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse
ads that appear to offer unrealistic
or questionable products or
services.
To place your ad in The Daily
Mississippian Classiﬁeds section,
visit: http://www.thedmonline.com/
classiﬁeds.

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME HELP WANTED

15-20
hrs/wk.
Hours
ﬂexible.
Computer skills a must. Work also
with tools, i.e. saws. No weekend
work. Contact Robert Pryor, The
Trophy Shop 662-236-3726 1533
University Ave

WILL JONES

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Last week marked the 12th
annual Oxford Fiber Festival
— a week-long online and
in-person education and
commemoration of the fiber
arts. One of the in-person
events featured an inspiring
and heartfelt presentation by
U.S. Staff Sgt. Andrew Lee,
affectionately
nicknamed
the “Combat Quilter.”
Lee led an in-depth
conversation
at
the
University
Museum
on
Saturday,
detailing
his
journey into the artform
of quilting, as well as
providing valuable insights
into both the development
of his quilts and how the
very act of creation ties into
his greater self-purpose.
“Quilting
became
my
therapy,” Lee said. “It
became my outlet.”
Following his withdrawal

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

NOW HIRING DRIVERS
at BOTH Oxford locations!
Make $12-$18 an hour!

Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030

ACROSS
1- Jeopardy;
6- Swedish auto;
10- Panama and bowler;
14- “All My Children”
vixen;
15- Jessica of “Dark
Angel”;
16- Olive genus;
17- Whispered sweet
nothings;
18- Paint unskillfully;
19- False god;
20- Track numbers;
21- Wimp;
23- Make sure;
25- Fred Flintstone’s best
friend;
26- Muesli morsel;
27- End early;
29- Muffler;
32- Rest atop;
33- Hot time in Paris;
36- Injury;
37- Seraglio;
38- Single entity;
39- Clean air org.;
40- Kitchen gadget;
41- Peruvian peaks;
42- Sharpened;
43- 401(k) alternative;
44- Plunder;

47- Unconventional;
51- Laws;
54- Wheel holder;
55- Dagger;
56- Nabisco cookie;
57- Useful;
58- Sheltered, nautically;
59- Construction locale;
60- Criminal;
61- Lewd look;
62- Actress Harper;
63- “Waiting for Lefty”
dramatist;
DOWN
1- Rio Grande feeder;
2- Wear down, physically
or emotionally;
3- ___ Janeiro;
4- Freezing rain squall;
5- Stripling;
6- Begin’s co-Nobelist;
7- King of comedy;
8- Border on;
9- Period of high
birthrate;
10- Capital of Tasmania;
11- Actor Delon;
12- Mock, annoy;
13- Saline;
21- Orchestra’s place;
22- Give notice;
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from
art
school
and,
subsequently, multiple army
deployments to Iraq, Lee
felt rather listless, puzzled
as to what direction his life
should take next.
“Within that military
cycle, my light switch of
emotion got turned off,” Lee
said.
Unexpectedly, however,
Lee’s efforts to piece his
life back together almost
directly manifested in the
art of quilting, opting to
combine
this
newfound
interest
with
his
past
PHOTO COURTESY : OXFORD FIBER FESTIVAL
experiences in the military,
in turn, utilizing quilting as Staff Sergeant Andrew Lee with his quilt titled “Shock and Awe”
a method to cope with posttraumatic stress disorder.
Through these efforts, Lee takes many quilters months himself returning to the
created Quilts of Valor, an to accomplish, Lee can world of the military in
organization
devoted
to often accomplish in a mere various capacities, recently
administering
a
sevendeveloping
personalized number of weeks.
“If
the
army
taught
me
month
long
advanced
quilts for veterans and their
families across the United anything, it’s efficiency,” leadership course in 2021.
Lee said.
Yet, what inspires him
States.
While
the
quilts
most is the rather personal
Lee has provided quilts
themselves
are
not
always
inflection point between
for veterans of almost
military-themed,
Lee
his two respective worlds:
every major U.S. conflict —
especially
carved
his
name
witnessing a former squadrecently including the son of
emotional
a World War II veteran who into the world of fabrics member’s
with
his
2019
recreation
response
to
receiving
a
fought on the beaches of
of
Joe
Rosenthal’s
iconic
surprise
quilt,
and
the
quilt
Normandy — and his service
remains in constant demand. Iwo-Jima photograph: the — as wrapped around his
He will often find himself expertly crafted pixelated fellow soldier — serving as
utilizing
various
rooms image depicting the soldiers a warm embrace amidst the
raising
the cold, post-military world.
of the house, acquiring heroically
American
flag
in
1945.
The
“I quilt for me. But I am
different
fabrics
from
piece,
designed
from
over
glad
it helps others,” Lee
multiple vendors at once,
twelve-thousand
individual
said.
all to provide each quilt its
Lee is currently working
proper care and attention pieces of fabric, took Lee
an
entire
year
to
assemble,
on
a
pixelated
quilt
– this personalized touch
serving
as
his
most
commemorating
the
flagis what “Quilts of Valor”
ambitious and recognizable raising ceremony following
remains praised for.
the September 11 attacks.
The process can be work to date.
Outside
of
quilting,
His final design is set to be
extremely intricate, yet what
Lee
frequently
finds unveiled this May.
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24- Lummox;
27- Broadcasted;
28- Ale, e.g.;
29- Female pronoun;
30- Mushroom morsel;
31- First name in Notre
Dame football;
32- Chantilly product;
33- Break off;
34- No-win situation;
35- French connections;
37- Last;
38- With undiminished
force;

40- Defeat decisively;
41- Comics bark;
42- Computer enthusiast;
43- Stipulations;
44- Decoration;
45- Old-womanish;
46- Street show;
47- Siouan speakers;
48- Banish;
49- Apportion;
50- Mall frequenters;
52- Buffalo’s county;
53- Takes home;
57- Craft in the tabloids;

HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

INTERMEDIATE

need more news?
Visit thedmonline.com for breaking news on
Oxford and the Ole Miss campus

While you’re there, sign up for The Morning Briefing, our
newsletter with the top news of the day.
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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COVID shouldn’t take away students’ opportunities
WILLOW CROSBY

thedmopinion@gmail.com

New Year, new variant.
As soon as the pandemic
appeared to start dying down,
a new coronavirus variant
that is more contagious than
the last has appeared. Once
I allowed myself to get my
hopes up that college would
be able to resume like normal,
the coronavirus sank its claws
deeper into society. Just last
week, I was informed that,
because of this pandemic, I
will not be able to study abroad
at the university and country I
so desperately want to attend
for next semester. Although
I think it is important for
higher education facilities
to protect against this virus,
I do not think the measures
should come at the expense of
learning altogether.

Last week, I was informed
by my advisor that there is a
chance that my study abroad
dreams might not be coming
true. Specifically, I was told to
keep my options open, as the
only universities I can study
at are known for shutting
down at a moment’s notice.
With the rise of globalization,
studying abroad is becoming
increasingly
common
for
college students. Most study
abroad programs through
the University of Mississippi
try to be as affordable as
possible
while
offering
learning opportunities that
cannot be provided within
Mississippi. With the rise
of Omicron, however, many
higher education institutions
are shutting their doors to
students. Many study abroad
students have reported issues
of visa approval latency,
reduced flight frequency,

incoming flight bans and issues
with different quarantine
rules. All of these and more
can drastically impact a
student’s abilities to sustain
themselves while abroad, let
alone change their overall
experience. It is especially
hard to keep up with the
different rules and regulations
in different countries, as they
constantly change.
I am in no way trying to bash
the University of Mississippi.
In fact, I must respect UM
for even trying to continue its
study abroad program. Other,
more well-known universities,
such as Yale, have barred
students
from
studying
abroad following the recent
spike of Omicron throughout
the world. Although I think
it is our moral duty to be
careful during these times
of uncertainty, preventing
students from the education

we crave is going too far. I can
understand requiring masks,
periodic COVID-19 tests or
even mandating the vaccine,
but the notion of preventing
students
altogether
from
learning abroad is utterly
ludicrous.
As a society, we have
learned and overcome great
hardships in the past two
years. We have learned from
our mistakes and are currently
acquiring knowledge on what
policies do and do not work.
Policies that make it harder
for students to study will

only hurt society in the long
run, as having a less educated
population will never lead to
a good outcome. I graduated
high school on an empty stage
due to COVID-19, and I fear
I will graduate college with
COVID-19 still hanging over
the world.
Willow
Crosby
is
sophomore
majoring
accounting from Tupelo.
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to the university, if applicable.
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The fiddler in a suit
BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

As Andrew Gardner steps on
Proud Larry’s stage on Jan. 27,
with his sunglasses, suit and fiddle
in hand, he is one step closer to
the start of his solo career as Mr.
Neptoon.
Being classically trained from
the age of seven in violin for 11
years, Gardner found he wanted
to share his music with others. At
11, he started to play the violin at
his church and from that moment
on, the music that Gardner’s
fans know and love started to
crescendo.
“I started to understand how
to be a field player, which means
that I can hear the key that’s in the
song and be able to throw in fills
and things just based on what I’m
hearing and not anything written
on the page are annotated,”
Gardner said.
By acquiring tonal skills,
Gardner began to get recruited by
different bands and performers.
His first gig consisted of three
men coming up to him after
church and asking if he wanted to
play fiddle for their country gospel
band. Gardner also learned how
to play guitar and performs with
that as well.
From this stepping stone,
Gardner then began to perform
at Taylor Grocery, once a week for
two to three years. Before Gardner
started college he has been a part
of 10 to 15 bands in total, all under
different genres.
These performances allowed

him to see all the violin has to
offer. He realized he would trick
the instrument from classical use
to a more “out of the box” sound.
“I was developing the sense
of music and understanding of
music that I felt that I wasn’t
really able to bring to the table in
a classical setting,” Gardner said.
“So when I was invited to start
doing bluegrass and country and
gospel, they were like, just follow
your instincts and so I began to
be able to, like play off of feel, and
started to develop my own style,
and I think that’s what people
really respond to now.”
Once Gardner started his
college career as an integrated
marketing and communication
major, he was approached
by John Hart, an indie/rock
musician, and in his junior year
he started playing for Subcontra,
a jazz fusion band, and Happy
Landing, an indie-folk band.
“I was so worried about
building a resume coming into
college and making sure that
I was doing things through an
organizational standpoint, to
make sure that I really made
the most of my college career,”
Gardner said. “But what I
found was, I was able to build
connections and create really,
really beautiful memories with
people through things that weren’t
attached to university at all. And I
will give the university its credit,
they brought us all together, we
wouldn’t have met if it wasn’t for
all this.”
Because of the sound he was

bringing to Subcontra, Gardner
said it truly influenced how he
would use the fiddle in Happy
Landing.
Wilson Moyer, the bass player
in Happy Landing, will play bass
for Mr. Neptoon’s show and said
his favorite parts of live shows is
playing underneath Gardner’s
fiddle solo.
“Every single note he’s
playing, it just rings with weight
and pathos and profundity,”
Moyer said. “It is already beautiful
and kind of cry worthy in and of
itself. It’s the way that he weaves
it all together. You can just see on
his face how deliberate he is about
playing those notes.”
With each group Gardner
played with and continued to
say “yes” to, the experience and
knowledge he received made him
more comfortable with taking a
leap into his solo career.
For his senior capstone project
for the honors college, Gardner is
using the tenets of IMC to learn
how to create a brand for Mr.
Neptoon. From writing music, to
recording it and producing the
songs in his room to social media
and audience accessibility, every
aspect of Mr. Neptoon has been
completely self-made.
“It’s incredibly gratifying, I will
say that because you’re seeing the
fruits of your labor pay off almost
instantaneously and that’s really
cool,” Gardner said.
However, the concept of Mr.
Neptoon was in the works for
Gardner’s whole life. When he
was in high school, Gardner wrote
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Andrew Gardner will soon begin a new solo career as “Mr. Neptoon,”
performing at Proud Larry’s in Oxford, Mississippi.
and recorded a song, and after
hearing it once it was produced,
he realized he was not ready. Four
years later, the production of Mr.
Neptoon began to orbit.
Gardner put in a lot of thought
for the image of Mr. Neptoon,
starting with the outfit.
On Gardner’s Instagram,
every post captures him wearing
both a suit and sunglasses. This
outfit embodies the concept of his
upcoming album.
“The concept album is
about the college experience,
specifically, the undergraduate
upperclassmen experience, that’s
what I’m going for. It’s that
moment where you start to realize
that, oh, adult life is actually really
about to start, and I need to get my
(stuff) together,” Gardner said.
Gardner’s genre he describes
as “youthful” independent rock,
he is never going to be younger
than he is right now. Just recently
Gardner was voted number one
underrated artist in Oxford in the
Local Voice.
Growing up in Oxford for 22
years, after graduating, Gardner

plans on moving to Nashville to
be closer to Happy Landing, who
currently reside there, and hopes
to start doing more solo gigs.
He is still working on his solo
album, which he hopes to finish
before the end of the school year,
however, he has an upcoming
single to be released on Feb. 4
called “American Holy Spirit.”
After performing on stage
for nearly half his life, Gardner
is taking his biggest step as Mr.
Neptoon on Jan. 27 at Proud
Larry’s.
“I’ve
played
countless
supporting roles and played live
genuinely more times than I could
count in a variety of settings and
a variety of places and states,”
Gardner said. “ I was waiting,
because I wanted to be ready for
this and I do feel like I’m ready,
and we’re gonna kick ass, it’s
gonna be really, really fun that
everybody should come out.”
Gardner will perform all sorts
of songs and music, with Moyer
as bass, as well as Bedon with
Drumming Bird. Doors open at 8
p.m. and the show starts at 9 p.m.
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